CHAPTER  FIVE

WHEN this crisis came, for her ascent to the throne was
the most critical moment of her career, it proved to be
fortunate for Maria Theresa that she knew so little about
the affairs of State. Had she been less ignorant, and,
above all, less innocent and trusting, she might have
worn herself out in indecision. Had she seen clearly
the apparently insurmountable difficulties before her,
they might have overwhelmed her.

As it was, she was strengthened and guided by her
unquestioning belief in her divine right as her father's
successor. The Pragmatic Sanction was a sacred cause,
and she was the leading crusader in its defence. She herself
never doubted her position as the ruling Habsburg, and
in time her own faith communicated itself to her sur-
roundings. She was also encouraged by a tremendous
belief in her Creator, she was convinced that God was
on her side.

" God acknowledges my rights/* she said, *' He will
protect me as He has done heretofore/' And though
her faith never wavered as she grew older, she was soon
to realise that she could not sit back inactive, waiting
for her God to defend her rights; her experiences taught
her that He needed her active help and the support of
her armies.

Towards the end of his life Charles must have begun
to be extremely uneasy about her lack of knowledge of
the tremendous responsibilities before her. He may

have realised that he had devoted too much energy to
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